CITY OF LINDEN
Minutes for City Council Regular Meeting
Held at 7pm on Monday, October 26, 2015


CALL TO ORDER		
The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Mayor David Lossing.  The meeting was held in the Council Chambers on the lower level of the Mill Building at 201 N. Main Street, Linden, Michigan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by all present. A moment of silence in memory of those who have served on behalf of the United States was observed by all.

ROLL CALL
Present:  	Mayor David Lossing, Ray Culbert, Danielle Cusson, Brad Dick, Ed Ciesielski, Charlie Ross, Matt Chapman

Absent: 	  	None

Others Present:  Paul Zelenak, City Manager and Chuck McKone, Attorney

MINUTES
Motion by Culbert, second by Cusson, to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

PUBLIC HEARING/PRESENTATION
Beacon & Bridge Update – Clifford Knaggs, Attorney, Bob Eastman Owner and Scott Nelson
Clifford Knaggs - Initially the system was tested and ongoing.  No release was going on or is going on.  Preliminary site assessment filed in 180 days.  Address any public health risk.  Drilling on and off site properties received some of that information today.  Some additional work is going to take place.  Other potential sources causing this problem.  Things have been on schedule.  The final assessment is due in November 2015.  The purpose is to get a corrected plan of action.  Evaluation will take place and a feasible study.  What will be the most productive?  I would like to stress B & B is glad to be in the community.

James O'Brien – Other sources releasing contamination on another site?
Knaggs – 2 tanks to the east of our property.
Nick – What are you doing right now for the pollution?
Knaggs – We put out monitoring wells in and you sample the soil and ground water.  The intent is you go out as far as you need to where the contamination stops.
Bob Eastman – Gasoline is very volatile.  We hired a tank testing company.  They tested the tanks.  Today our records show no contamination coming in safe and environmentally sound.
Terry Wright – Analysis of the ground, it's kind of hard.  Do the rest of the testing.  Why no access to the Union Block?  We really can't wait and slough it off.  We need to do something.  They do have access by law to get on the Union Block.
Jack Furry – What is the potential to the East?  The tanks are now pressure tight?  What about a year ago?
Jim Lengel – Liability during Mr. Eastman's ownership?  You're not taking on the liability now?  That's not what you said in the first meeting.
Furry – Vaporization loss percentage?
Knaggs – There is a shrink allowance. 1% credit for motor fuel tax.  Can be a difference in temperature loss.
Michelle Robinson – When will the MDEQ have a final assessment?
Knaggs – MDEQ is still processing their data.  Could be later than November.
Robinson – When was the initial testing done?  Come spring we will have more concern because of the rain.
Knaggs – The concern is the ground water.  That started in September to develop the wells.  Testing will take place quarterly.  MDEQ wants all four seasons.
Craig Simon – Time period of ownership?  More than 10 years?  You can say no evidence of a release?  The timing of the final assessment, I don't see how the timing with the MDEQ will affect your final assessment.
O'Brien – Corrective action plan Bridge and Broad streets or something different than that?
Knaggs – That is our requirement.
Ciesielski – You're not taking claim to the liability?
Cusson – With respect to the new data, when will we have the information?
Knaggs – More work needs to be done.
Cusson – When will that start?
Knaggs – Sooner than later.
Chapman – The tanks have been tight as long as Mr. Eastman has owned it?  But the initial report says one failed?
Knaggs – Area of the tank that does not have product.  No product ever gets to that point.
Lossing – Under Eastman ownership, why was it voluntarily done?
Knaggs – They made us (MDEQ).  No admission of liability.  We are required by R2-13 to confirm with all this release.
Zelenak – MDEQ forced you to do this release?  Appears to me you are admitting that there is a release.
Knaggs – Michigan Law we still have the ability to argue it did not come from our property.
Zelenak – A fingerprint has been done?
McKone – There is gasoline and the MDEQ can tell the aging.  Some liability for the owner when a person buys it and some goes back to the original owner.
Zelenak – Why wait for the MDEQ?  Just do all the testing?  We want to move on and have a lot of concerns.
Knaggs – Doing what is required of Mr. Eastman.
Ciesielski – Clean-up you stated you hope the insurance will cover it.  If not, then what?
Eastman – If it comes out I'm responsible, I will take care of it.

CORRESPONDENCE

CITIZENS COMMENTS

CONSENT AGENDA

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	
NEW BUSINESS
	(A) CAS 63-15 Resolution No. 17-15 For Charitable Gaming Licenses

Motion by Cusson, second by Ciesielski, to adopt Resolution No. 17-15 Charitable Gaming License for the Tri-City Lightning Travel Baseball Club identifying them as a recognized nonprofit organization operating in the community.

YEAS: Dick, Chapman, Lossing, Ciesielski, Culbert, Cusson, Ross
NAYS:  None
ABSENT: None

	(B) CAS 64-15 Award Bid for Mill Building Ramp

Ross – Only one bid?
Cusson – I've known Don Stilson for years.  Glad to see his name on it.
Chapman – Don't pour concrete in the winter is what I've heard from many people.
Dick – Don't pour concrete in the winter.  Major concern would be the ramp.  The bid does not include the flat work.  It only includes the walls.  The railing needs to be redone.  Just concerned not going into a full project.  I think we should wait until spring.
Ciesielski – Contact engineer about pouring the concrete after November 1st.
Dick – How does this impact the whole porch from our Mill Building Assessment?

Motion by Culbert, second by Ciesielski, to table until spring.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

YEAS: Cusson, Culbert, Ciesielski, Ross, Dick, Chapman, Lossing
NAYS:  None
ABSENT: None

	(C) CAS 65-15 TIP Funding

Culbert – I support this.
Ross – I looked over the criteria, what are our chances?
Zelenak – I think our chances are pretty good.

Motion by Ross, second by Dick, to approve the completing of the application and necessary design and cost estimate by HRC for obtaining TIP funding through Genesee County not to exceed the amount of $6000.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

YEAS: Culbert, Lossing, Cusson, Chapman, Ross, Dick Ciesielski
NAYS:  None
ABSENT: None


CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
City Manager, Paul Zelenak reported on:

Zombie Walk:  On October 16th the Linden Arts Council put on a Zombie Walk in Linden.  There were approximately 150 walkers and between 100 – 200 on-lookers viewing the walk, Flash Mob Dance, and the activities in downtown.  Most thought the event was a success.  People came downtown for the event.  They shopped, ate and some even watched the movie in the Fire Hall (Night of the Living Dead) after the event.  

Ladies Night Out:  The event is planned for November 7th from 6-9pm in downtown.  The committee has been very active.  The DDA is one of the sponsors. Please plan on attending. 

Holiday Happenings:  The event is still moving forward.  It will be held on December 4th.  The event will include carriage rides, shopping, carolers, refreshments, Santa, etc.  And yes a night time parade that will occur at 6pm.

Halloween Parade:  The Elementary School Halloween Parade in Downtown Linden will be held on this Friday October 30th at 1:30 pm.  Students from the elementary school will parade on the sidewalks “in costume” through the downtown.  Reminder Halloween Hours in the City of Linden are from 5:30 PM-8:00 PM.  

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moving on the Blythe property purchase.  I'm just waiting to see all the documents and then we can close.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
None

COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS
Ross – I would like to be on the Mill Building Committee.  Brad Dick volunteered too.
Lossing – We were granted the (RTCA) Rails Trails Conservation Assistance Program Grant.  We had our first meeting last week.  Barbara will be the lead person on this project.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Motion by Ross, second by Culbert, to approve accounts payable in the amount of $51,505.49.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

YEAS: Chapman, Ciesielski, Ross, Dick, Culbert, Lossing, Cusson
NAYS:  None
ABSENT: None


ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.


Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________________					Approved: ________________
Lynn M. Henry, City Clerk
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