
CITY OF LINDEN 
Minutes for Planning Commission Regular Meeting 

Held at 7pm on Monday, July 6, 2015 
 

City of Linden Minutes for Planning Commission Regular Meeting July 6, 2015                               Page 1 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Swor, in the Council Chambers on the lower level of the Mill 
Building at 201 N. Main Street, Linden, Michigan, 48451. 

 
ROLL CALL  
Present:   Brad Dick, Daniel Cusson, Ray Culbert, Lynne Drewett, Bill Swor, Tom Williams 
Absent:    Joe Crawford 
Others Present:    Paul Zelenak, City Manager; Adam Young, City Planner; Erica Armstrong, Deputy Clerk 
                                       
MINUTES APPROVAL 
Request by Swor to revise the minutes of the June 1, 2015 Planning Commission Meeting, on pg. 2, to state that Culbert 
adjourned the meeting, not Swor. Motion by Culbert, seconded by Drewett to approve minutes, as revised, for the June 1, 2015 
meeting of the Planning Commission. Motion carried with a full yea vote.  
  
PUBLIC HEARING/SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
None.  
 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 
None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Chairperson Swor noted the receipt of the April and May volumes of Planning & Zoning News.  
 
The Chairperson moved the New Business agenda item (A) to be the first topic of the evening, as seen in the revised agenda.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
(A) PC 08-15 209 North Bridge Street (Suite A) Administrative Site Plan Review 

Applicant Carolyn McRae was present, and is working to establish a new art studio/retail art gallery at 209 N. Bridge, which 
would occupy the existing unit totaling 1,000 sq. ft. This location is zoned (CBD), which allows “photographic studios” and 
“retail sales . . .” Although not specifically listed, the proposed use is similar to other listed uses.  

 
Because the proposed use will occupy a unit less than 2,500 sq. ft. in size, this project is eligible for administrate site 
plan review. After reviewing the project for compliance with the City of Linden Zoning Ordinance, all City 
requirements have been met.   

 
Dick motioned, supported by Culbert, that the Planning Commission authorize the staff to conduct an administrative 
site plan review of 209 N. Bridge, Suite A. Motion carried with a full yea vote. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
(A) PC 06a-15    Medical Marihuana Ordinance 

Young presented his staff report detailing the requested revisions to the proposed draft of the Medical Marihuana 
Ordinance after inquires and suggestions by the Planning Commission at the previous meeting.  
 
Motion by Culbert, seconded by Swor, for the Commission to forward their recommendation of approval to City 
Council for the proposed Medical Marihuana Ordinance, as revised. Motion carried with a full yea vote. 

 
(B) PC 07-15 Discussion on Front Yard Parking             

After review of the requested revisions to this proposed amendment, Culbert motioned, seconded by Dick, to 
recommend the amendment to City Council for adoption, pending review from the City Attorney regarding the need for 
an additional public hearing. Motion carried with a full yea vote. 
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NEW BUSINESS (cont’d) 
(B)       PC 09-15 Non-Conforming Lots 

The City has received an application for a group day care home within Chestnut Grove. The lots within the Chestnut 
Grove subdivision are all zoned R‐1, Single‐Family Residential, which stipulates a minimum lot size of 15,000 sq. ft. For 
group day care homes, Section 6.5 of the Zoning Ordinance says that “the subject parcel shall meet the minimum lot 
area requirements for the zoning district in which it is located.” The subject site is less than 15,000 sq. ft. and does not 
meet the minimum lot size. 

 
There are 122 total lots within the subdivision, more than half (66 lots or 54%) are less than 15,000 sq. ft. As 
Chestnut Grove was approved around 2001, prior to the current zoning requirements,  these 66 lots are all 
considered non‐conforming.  
 
Also, Chestnut Grove only has 16 of a total 122 lots with a width of 100 feet or more, which is the R‐1 District 
minimum lot width requirement (100 feet), making 106 lots or 86.9% of these lots non‐conforming by width.   

 
The Planning Commission is considering whether there is a need to change the Ordinance to correct this situation 
and will return to this topic at their next meeting.   

 
COMMISSIONER/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Culbert: We have been looking into using our video production dollars and meeting with the FACT Consortium to do video 
production in Council Chambers that could be broadcast locally and could allow for the use or projection equipment during 
City meetings.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Swor at 7:54 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_______________________________________________________    Approved: ________________ 
Erica Armstrong, Deputy Clerk 


