CITY OF LINDEN
Minutes for City Council Regular Meeting
Held at 7pm on Monday, December 14, 2015


CALL TO ORDER		
The meeting was called to order at 7pm by Mayor David Lossing.  The meeting was held in the Council Chambers on the lower level of the Mill Building at 201 N. Main Street, Linden, Michigan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by all present.  A moment of silence in memory of those who have served on behalf of the United States was observed by all.

ROLL CALL
Present:  Mayor David Lossing, Ray Culbert, Ed Ciesielski, Matt Chapman, Brad Dick, Danielle Cusson

Absent: Charlie Ross

Others Present:  Paul Zelenak, City Manager, and Chuck McKone, Attorney 

MINUTES
Motion by Culbert, second by Dick, to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

PUBLIC HEARING/PRESENTATION
(A) Linden Police Department – Sargent Position by Police Chief Scott Sutter
Police Chief Scott Sutter introduced Dwayne Jewell as the new Sargent.  He is a tremendous asset to the Linden Police Department.
  

CORRESPONDENCE
Mayor noted the receipt of the following correspondence items;
        A.  APM Mosquito Control
        B.  Linden Fire Department Policy and Procedure
        C.  Downtown Parking Study
        D.  Road Funding
        E.  Current Boring Location Map
        F.  Water Master Plan & Reliability Study
        G.  Linden Schools Tax Levy Resolution
        H.  2045 Genesee County Population Projection Follow-Up	

CITIZENS COMMENTS
Sue Turpen – Thanked the City Council, Paul, office staff and Danielle Cusson for all the support and help to make Holiday Happenings a huge success.  We had 46 entries in the parade.  It was such a great event.
Ciesielski – Thanked Sue & Bettye Ciesielski for all their hard work.

CONSENT AGENDA 
None
	
OLD BUSINESS
None


NEW BUSINESS
	(A) CAS 069-15 Award Bid for Mosquito Control & Approve Resolution No. 20-15

Motion by Ciesielski, second by Dick, to award the three-year mosquito control contract to Advanced Pest Management of Fenton, Michigan for $28,000 for years 1, 2 and 3 and Resolution No. 20-15.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

NAYS:  None
YEAS: Dick, Chapman, Lossing, Ciesielski, Culbert, Cusson
ABSENT:  Ross

	(B) CAS 070-15 Road Funding Resolution No. 21-15

A few weeks ago the City Council approved the funding for the preparation of an application for road funding through Genesee County to pave a portion of Ripley Road and Bridge Street.  As part of this application City Council needs to pass a Resolution confirming their support of the application and the funding of the City’s 20% share of the project costs.  

Chapman – The cities portion will be 20% share?  Zelenak, we would be liable for the 20%.
Ciesielski – Budget for this in the 2017-2018 budget?
Zelenak – We will know more in the spring.  Ripley road the only federal funded road that is gravel in the county.
   
    (C)   CAS 71-15	Annual Organizational Meeting
		
	 a. Resolution No. 22-15 – 2016 Meeting Schedule
Motion by Culbert, second by Chapman, to adopt Resolution No. 22-15 2016 Meeting Schedule.  Motion carried.

	b. Resolution No. 23-15 – Adopt Fee Schedule
Motion by Cusson, second by Culbert, to adopt Resolution No. 23-15 City of Linden Fee Schedule.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

YEAS: Culbert, Lossing, Cusson, Chapman, Dick, Ciesielski
NAYS:  None		
ABSENT: Ross

	c. Appointments to Boards and Commissions
Motion by Culbert, second by Lossing, to appoint Danielle Cusson as Mayor Pro-Tem for 2016.  Motion carried.

	d. Resolution No. 24-15 – Public Notice, Uncontained Trash
Motion by Culbert, second by Dick, to adopt Resolution No. 24-15 Public Notice and Uncontained Trash.  Motion carried.

	(D) CAS 072-15 Genesee County Obligations for Bond Payments 2016
			Resolution No. 25-15

Motion by Cusson, second by Culbert, to adopt Resolution No. 25-15 Genesee County Obligations for Bond Payment.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

NAYS:  None
YEAS: Chapman, Ciesielski, Dick, Culbert, Lossing, Cusson
ABSENT:  Ross

	
	(E) CAS 073-15 Proposed Liquor License Ordinance No. 375
The City of Linden desires to create an ordinance which establishes the procedures for the approval of new Liquor Licenses in the City of Linden.  Also, the review of existing Liquor Licenses.  Including the Application, review committee, report to council, decision of term of license, objection to renewal hearing and severability. 

The ordinance will establish those procedures for new Licenses only.  It also puts in place the procedure for existing Liquor Licenses.  This License procedure was established by the Liquor License Committee which was created by City Council.  This Ordinance was originally brought before City Council back in August.

Motion by Cusson, second by Dick, to approve Ordinance No. 375 Liquor License Ordinance.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

NAYS:  None
YEAS: Ciesielski, Dick, Chapman, Culbert, Cusson, Lossing
ABSENT:  Ross

	(F) CAS 074-15 Resolution No. 20-15 Mosquito Control Millage Proposal

The City will levy a millage not to exceed .40 mills in order to fund the cost of mosquito control. If the millage is approved by voters the cost shall be borne through the millage.  There is no impact on the City’s general fund.  The City will levy no more than .40 mills, as we do not know at this time city valuations/tax receipts for the coming years, .40 mills will cover this three year contract. If there are remaining funds from this millage, they will be minimal and put towards the next three year contract should that millage pass in 2018.

Motion by Ciesielski, second by Culbert, to approve Resolution No. 20-15, for March 8, 2016 mosquito control proposed ballot language.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

NAYS:  None
YEAS: Culbert, Ciesielski, Cusson, Lossing, Chapman, Dick
ABSENT:  Ross

	(G) CAS 075-15 Conditional Rezoning 802 N. Bridge
Mayor Lossing removed himself from the Council because the conflict of interest.  Mayor Pro-Tem Danielle Cusson took over the meeting at this time.

Suzanne Lossing – Been through a lot through the Planning Commission.  I want to bring art into the community.  I have a lot of plans and ideas.

Culbert – I see a blighted area and it has a negative impact to the City.  It is in our best interest to make it into something.  If the business should fail, it will go back to residential.  It's a win-win for the City.  Loose Center has had a lot of good feedback too.

Dick – To rezone you do not take into account the building that is there.  Paint with a Twist in Fenton has 30 people at a time for a paint party.  I appreciate that they are doing something to a blighted property.

Ciesielski – Zoning contingent with the rezoning not the current building?
Lossing – Local service; Photographic service and art studio.  We've narrowed it down to limited use.
Ciesielski – How did Blue Chip get away?
Zelenak – Existing non-conforming use.
Ciesielski – Went to tax sale/Land Bank  in 2012.  Great opportunity.  Based on the conditions I will support this.  The neighborhood seems to be ok with it.
Cusson – It's not going into a subdivision, it is near commercial and it fits in with the City.
Lossing – A conditional zoning agreement will be drawn up and filed with the County.
Chapman – Building there is the biggest concern.  Because you’re the Mayor, we have to be aware of what we're doing.
McKone – You have to treat everyone the same.  You followed the law and procedures.

Motion by Culbert, second by Chapman, to approve the conditional rezoning request for 802 North Bridge Street, from the R-3 District to the LS District, accepting the conditions offered by the applicant in their December 10, 2015 letter. Further, the offered conditions shall be incorporated into a formal written Statement of Conditions in accordance with Section 3.12.6 of the Zoning Ordinance, which shall be reviewed by City Administration for execution.  Motion carried.

NAYS:  Dick
YEAS: Culbert, Cusson, Ciesielski, Chapman
ABSENT:  Ross

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Lossing returned to chairing the meeting.

	(H) CAS 076-15 Opt Out Hard Cap 2016

McKone – This is allowed under the state statue.  You have justification to exempt yourself.  Through 2016 the Affordable Care Act helps cover the cost.  

Motion by Lossing, second by Ciesielski, to exempt itself from the hard cap and the 80/20 requirements of Public Act 152, "The Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act" for the calendar year 2016.  Motion carried.

	(I) CAS 077-15 Monitoring Well Agreement

Motion by Ciesielski, second by Dick, to accept the proposed Access Agreement between Quick Save Food Stores DBA Beacon and Bridge and the City of Linden.  Motion carried.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
City Manager, Paul Zelenak reported on:

Holiday Happenings:  Very successful event in Linden this year.  The night time parade brought hundreds of more people to the downtown.  All feedback was positive.  We will be having a follow-up meeting with the committee very soon.  
Ciesielski – Holiday Happening was a very successful event with everyone involved.

Water / Sewer Rate:  We had a meeting last week to discuss our water and sewer rates within the city.  The discussions surrounded the fee schedule, the repairs and improvements planned for the systems.  

Linden Mills Building: We have published a questionnaire for individuals who might want to sit on the Linden Mills Building Committee.  This committee will oversee the process of the plan for maintenance and improvements to the Building.  We already have engaged the help of a few people from the Historical Society, two city councilmembers, and are looking for other interested parties that can offer unique experience in moving through the process of fund raising, grant writing, construction, etc. 

Master Plan:  At our recent Planning Commission Meeting the board discussed the City’s current master plan.  We discussed conducting a review of the currently adopted City of Linden master plan in accordance with the 5-year review requirement of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act.  We have an online survey containing 13 master plan evaluation questions.  The survey determines whether the currently adopted master plan remains relevant to the City or whether it should be updated to reflect changing conditions and/or community concerns.  We had the planning commission take the survey.  We are asking the public to assist us in this endeavor through the use of social media.  And ask that you consider taking the survey as well.  A copy has been provided for you review.  
Culbert – Do the survey.

Audio Visual Equipment:  The installation of the audio visual equipment will begin the week of December 14th.  We expect that it will take a few weeks to get everything installed, tested and working properly within City Hall and the City Council chambers.
Culbert – Glad to see the equipment is getting installed.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT
Merry Christmas
.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
The Council reviewed the Police Department Monthly Activity Report, Fire Department Monthly 
Activity Report, and Building Official’s Monthly Activity Report and Code Enforcement Report.

COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS
Cusson – Thanks to everyone that made Holiday Happenings a huge success.  It was great to see so many people in town.  People stayed in town later too.
Culbert – Hiring a new PEG Coordinator and he is an aggressive young guy.  Two new superintendents are going very well.  SLP&R Vince is out for 3 months and Kristin is taking over during that time.
Dick – Holiday Happenings was a phenomenal event.  It was a great evening.  

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Motion by Cusson, second by Culbert, to approve accounts payable in the amount of $99,385.79.  Motion carried by full yea vote.

YEAS:  Cusson, Chapman, Ciesielski, Culbert, Lossing, Dick
NAYS:  None
ABSENT:  Ross

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm

Respectfully Submitted,

________________________________________					Approved: ________________
Lynn M. Henry, City Clerk
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