CITY OF LINDEN

Minutes for Planning Commission Regular Meeting

Held at 7pm on Monday, February 1, 2016 

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Swor, in the Council Chambers on the lower level of the Mill Building at 201 N. Main Street, Linden, Michigan, 48451.

ROLL CALL 
Present:

 Ray Culbert, Tom Williams, Brad Dick, Bill Swor, Joe Crawford, Lynne Drewett, Dan Cusson
Absent:

 None
Others Present:    Paul Zelenak, City Manager; Adam Young, City Planner; Erica Armstrong, Deputy City Clerk
MINUTES APPROVAL
Motion by Culbert, seconded by Dick, to approve the minutes for the December 7, 2015 meeting of the Planning Commission, with an amendment to correct Lynn to Lynne in the Roll Call portion of the minutes. Motion carried with a full yea vote. 

PUBLIC HEARING/SPECIAL PRESENTATION
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

None.
COMMUNICATIONS
Swor noted the receipt of the December Par Plan News, as well as the December and January Issues of Planning & Zoning New. 

NEW BUSINESS
(A) 
PC 01-16
Election of Officers
Motion by Dick, seconded by Drewett to nominate Cusson for Chairperson. Motion passed with a full yea vote. Motion by Culbert, seconded by Williams to nominate Swor for Chairperson. In a roll call vote to elect the Chairperson, Swor won 4-3. 

SWOR: Drewett, Crawford, Culbert, Swor
CUSSON:  Williams, Cusson, Dick
ABSENT: None.

Motion by Culbert, seconded by Swor to nominate Cusson for Vice-Chairperson. Motion passed with a full yea vote. Motion by Swor, seconded by Dick to elect Cusson Vice-Chairperson. Motion passed with a full yea vote. 
(B) 
PC 02-16
Planning Commission Appointment to Sign Review Committee
Culbert motioned, seconded by Drewett, to nominate Brad Dick for appointment to the Sign Review Committee until the next appointment at the first meeting of 2017. Motion passed with a full yea vote. Motion by Culbert, seconded by Swor to appoint Dick to the Sign Review Committee. Motion passed with a full yea vote. 
(C) 
PC 03-16
Planning Commission Annual Report for 2015
An annual report of the Planning Commission is required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. In order to comply with the Act, a draft 2015 Annual Report was prepared for review and comment. In addition to summarizing the Planning Commission’s 2015 activities, the annual report outlines the work plan for 2016. 
Motion by Culbert, seconded by Cusson to revise the Annual Report to reflect that the Union Block will be a point to review next year, and to then forward the amended report to City Council and the DDA for their information. Motion passed with a full yea vote. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(A) 
PC 13c-15
Front Yard Parking

In July, the Planning Commission forwarded a proposed text amendment related to front yard parking to Council for approval. The amendment was not approved and was referred back to the Commission. Recently, we brought forward a potential change to the amendment language to all parking in the areas immediately adjacent to driveways. 
Motion by Culbert, seconded by Swor, to strike front yard parking from the Commission’s agenda due to inactivity. Motion passed. 

YAYS: Cusson, Dick, Crawford, Culbert, Swor, Drewett
NAYS:  Williams
ABSENT: None.

(B) 
PC 02-16
Discussion of Administrative Site Plan Review Process

Recent new business applications have prompted us to evaluate the effectiveness and timeliness of certain review procedures. The current procedure for administrative site plan review requires an application be brought before the Commission for review. Then, the Commission can then direct the zoning administrator to perform the review or direct the applicant to submit plans for full site plan review. In light of the procedures employed in nearby cities, and as a means to ensure streamlined review of development projects, we brought this topic to the Commission to consider potential changes to the process.
Motion by Cusson, seconded by Culbert to instruct City Staff to bring back draft language and a fee schedule for the proposed Administrative Site Plan Review Process. Motion passed with a full yea vote. 

(C) PC 03-16
Master Plan Review
In accordance with the 5-year review requirement of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, the Planning Commission is conducting a review of the currently adopted Linden Master Plan from 2011. We received an additional 6 responses to the Master Plan Review Survey after including the offer to complete the survey in letters to all the City’s boards and commissions. 
Motion by Dick, seconded by Culbert to find the Master Plan sufficient and without a need to be updated at this time, but that the Commission should form a sub-committee to look at the planning and development of the Union Block, the Ripley corridor, and the Evan’s property. 

COMMISSIONER/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Zelenak: The DEQ will soon be receiving and reviewing the next required report. 

Young: We have received Dollar General’s site plans and will be placing them on the March Planning Commission agenda. Please carefully review the plans as well as the process and ordinance 3.5.4, including the standards for review. 

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned by Swor at 8:16 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

_______________________________________________________



Approved: ________________

Erica Armstrong, Clerk
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