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6.04.010 Definitions.  The following terms, when used in connection with this chapter, shall have the following meanings:
"Cat" means any feline.
"City" means the city of Linden.
"City council" means the city council of Linden.
"Dog" means any canine.
"Farm animals and fowl" means any horse, cow, goat, rabbit, poultry or other domesticated farm animal or bird. 
"Lot" means a parcel of land occupied, or intended to be occupied, as a dwelling, together with accessory buildings and yard.
"Person" means any person, firm, partnership, association or corporation.

"Premises" means an area of private property, including grounds, buildings and appurtenances. For purposes of interpretation and enforcement of this chapter, any common areas of condominium property shall not be considered the premises or private property of a person residing in or having ownership in a condominium unit or units.  Common areas include all portions of a condominium project other than the condominium units and the patio areas connected with the condominium units.
"Run at large" means the presence of an animal or fowl at any place except upon the premises of the owner.  Provided, however, an animal shall not be considered to be running at large if it is on a leash, or in a vehicle, and under the control of a person physically able to control it.
"Wild animal and bird"  means any animal or bird of a kind not ordinarily subject to domestication.  (Ord. 131 1, 1986)

6.04.020 Running at large prohibited.  No person owning, possessing or harboring any animal or fowl shall permit the same to run at large.  (Ord. 131 2, 1986)

6.04.030 License required.  It is unlawful for any person to own, maintain, keep or harbor any animal within the corporate limits of the city without first obtaining a license therefor when the state requires that such animal be licensed.  (Ord. 131  3, 1986)

6.04.040 Impounding animals and fowl.  
A.   Every police officer of the city is authorized to pick up, take into possession and impound any animal or fowl running at large in the city.
B.	Upon such impounding, the police department shall immediately notify the owner, harborer or custodian of said animal or bird.  The police department and its officers are authorized to return the animal to its owner, harborer or custodian or to deliver the animal to the Genesee County animal control officer or other county officer with similar authority.
C.	When an animal is found running at large and its ownership is verified, the police department may, instead of impounding the animal, exercise the option of issuing the owner a written warning upon a first offense or a notice of violation of this chapter upon the second offense. (Ord. 131 4, 1986)

6.04.050 Vicious animals, yelping animals.  
A.	No person shall harbor or keep any animal which, by loud, frequent or habitual barking, yelping or howling, shall cause annoyance to the neighborhood and people passing to and fro on the streets.  
B.	No person shall harbor or keep a wild animal or vicious animal or an animal that has been bitten by any animal known to have been afflicted with rabies, or which shall have bitten any person.   (Ord. 131 5(A, B), 1986).     


6.04.060 Rabies, quarantine.  Every person owning, keeping or harboring any animal that has been attacked or bitten by any other animal known to be affected with or has symptoms of rabies, or which has bitten any person, or which has or is suspected to have contracted rabies, shall immediately notify the chief of police or the health officer, and upon the demand of either such officer, shall immediately produce or surrender such animal for observation while impounded for a period of ten days; provided, however, that in the discretion of either such officer, such animal may be quarantined for a like period of time on the premises of the owner or person who is keeping or harboring such animal.  If at the end of such ten-day period such animal has not developed rabies, it shall be released from impounding or quarantine; if the animal has developed rabies within such period of time, it shall be destroyed. (Ord. 131 5(C), 1986)

6.04.070 Liability of owner for damages.  Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as limiting the common law liability of the owner of an animal for damages committed by it.  (Ord. 131 6, 1986)

6.04.080 Parental liability.  The parent or guardian of any minor under the age of eighteen years claiming ownership of any animal shall be deemed to be the owner of such animal and shall be charged with any violation of this chapter attributable to such animal.  (Ord. 131 7, 1986)

6.04.090 Number of animals.  Except as provided in Section 6.04.110, no person who resides on a lot having less than forty thousand square feet in area or in an apartment, condominium or other attached dwelling, shall possess, keep or harbor more than three dogs and/or cats of the age of six months or over at said premises, except where a person has obtained a kennel license therefor from the state of Michigan, or unless such person possessed said animals prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter.* (Ord. 131 11, 1986)
                        
*    Editor's Note: Effective date of Ord 131 is June 9, 1986.

6.04.100 Squirrels, wild birds, nests.  
A.	It is unlawful for any person to pursue, injure, capture, kill or destroy or attempt to injure, capture, kill or destroy any squirrel or wild bird within the city, except where hunting is permitted.
B.	It is unlawful for any person to rob, tear down, injure or destroy the nest of any wild bird within the city.
C.	The provisions of this section shall not apply to English sparrows, starlings or the nests thereof. (Ord. 131 12, 1986)
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6.04.110 Keeping of farm animals, fowl.  Any person being owner of, in possession of or control of any horse, cow, goat, rabbit, poultry or any other domesticated farm animal or bird shall provide and maintain a yard, pen, shelter or building for such confinement of said animals and poultry and shall keep such within the confines of said yard, pen, shelter or building. No yard, pen, shelter or building shall be provided or maintained which does not humanely provide adequate space to animals or poultry so confined.  Such enclosures shall provide not less than one thousand five hundred square footage of ground for a horse, cow or goat, and not less than twenty-five square footage for rabbits or poultry.  (Ord. 131 13, 1986)

6.04.120 Separation of yards and pens from dwellings.  All parts of any yard, pen, shelter or building provided and maintained as provided in Section 6.04.110 shall be not less than two hundred feet from any building used for dwelling purposes.  (Ord. 131 13(b), 1986)

6.04.130 Sanitary requirements.  Any person being the owner of, in possession of or having control of any animal or poultry shall keep the yard, pen, shelter or building provided and maintained for the confinement of such animal or poultry, or used for the housing of such animal or poultry, clean, by removing from the premises all manure and waste matter from which odors may arise or may act as vermin harborage, at least once each day.  (Ord. 131 14, 1986)

6.04.140 Nuisance injunction.  Any violation of this chapter is a nuisance.  In addition to any other relief or penalties provided by this code, the city attorney may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction, upon direction of the city council, for an injunction to prohibit the continuation of any violation of this chapter.  Such application for relief may include the seeking of a temporary restraining order, temporary injunction or permanent injunction, as in the discretion of the court having jurisdiction. (Ord. 131 10, 1986) 

6.04.150 Cruelty to Animals Prohibited.  No person shall cruelly whip, beat, maltreat, or in any manner torture and animal in the city, whether such animal is owned by himself or another. (Ord 289, 2004) 

